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Application No. 



App(icant(s) 



Ejca^iner 



Group Art Unit 



— TTie MAIUNG DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet beneath the correspondence address-^ 
^Period for Reply r 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE LmONTH(S) FROM THE MAILING DATE 

OF THIS COMMUNICATION, 

- Extensions of time may t)e available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a repty be timely filed after SIX (6) MONTHS 
from the mailing date of this communication. 

- 1* **» penod for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- tf NO period for reply is specified above, such period shaU. by default, expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication . 

- Faaufo to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

Status 

[Responsive to communlcation(s) filed on ft1^cj^^2.oeQ ^vV^ 

□ This action is FINAL. 

□ Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fornial matters, prosecution as to the merits is closed in 
accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1; 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

ffl^laim(s) — ^ ^ ^ _ .^^afkre pending in the application. 

Of the at)0ve ciaim(s)^ _ . is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

□ Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

□ Clalm(s): is/are rejected. 

□ Claim(s) : . is/are objected to. 

^0\a\m{s) — L=^lJ . are subject to restriction or election 

requirement. 

Application Papers 

□ See the attached Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948. 

□ The proposed drawing correction, filed on is □ approved □ disapproved. 

{yJhe draw!ng(s) filed on I5"tf.v\>'^ ^i^QOQ i o/Qro objce t ed to h y t h n Pyn m i no r.».v^ x v*4<iVvU&, I . 

□ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9 (a)-(d) 

□ Adtnowtedgment is made of a daim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d). 

□ All □ Some* □ None of the CERTIFIED copies of the priority documents have l>een 

□ received. 

□ received in Application No. (Series Code/Serial Number) . 

Q received in this national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7.2(a)). 

•Certified copies not received: ■ 

Attachment(s) 

□ Infomfiation Disclosure Statement(s). PTO-1449, Paper No(s) □ Intenriew Summary. PTO-41 3 

□ Notice of Reference(s) Cited, PTO-892 □ Notice of Infonnal Patent Application, PTO- 1 52 

□ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948 □ Other 
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1 . The prior art of July 3, 2000 and August 3, 2001 will be considered when rendering an 
action on the merits. 

2. Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 : 

I. Claims 1-10, drawn to first and second frames, a locking system^a chain, a driven 
wheel and first/second arm members subcombination, classified in class 414, 
subclass 498. 

II. Claiml 1 , drawn to an elevatable support member on a stationary frame, a movable 
frame, a drive wheel and an actuator subcombination, classified in class 414, 
subclass 478. 

3. The inventions are distinct, each from the other because: 

4. Inventions I and II are related as subcombinations disclosed as usable together in a single 
combination. The subcombinations are distinct from each other if they are shown to be separately 
usable. In the instant case, invention I(at least base claim l^as separate utility such as being 
utilized without an actuator and the Group II invention has separate utility without at least the 
chain. See MPEP § 806.05(d). 

5. Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and have acquired a 
separate status in the art as shown by their different classification, restriction for examination 
purposes as indicated is proper. 
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6. Applicant is advised that the reply to this requirement to be complete must include an 
election of the invention to be examined even though the requirement be traversed (37 CFR 1.143) 

7. Applicant is reminded that upon the cancellation of claims to a non-elected invention, the 
inventorship must be amended in compliance with 37 CFR 1.48(b) if one or more of the currently 
named inventors is no longer an inventor of at least one claim remaining in the application. Any 
amendment of inventorship must be accompanied by a petition under 37 CFR 1 .48(b) and by the 
fee required under 37 CFR 1.17(1). 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Examiner F. E. Werner 
at telephone number (703) 308-1 140 . The receptionist's number is 703-308-1 1 13. 



Wemer/ph 
September 28, 2001 



PRAi'JKE WERNER / 
PRIMAhVEXAMINER/o/o / 

GROUPS^ J urz. 



